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 GLOBAL UNIVERSITY NETWORK FOR INNOVATION xi

Global University Network for Innovation

Higher education institutions, as well as 
the societies in which they operate, are 
currently undergoing a global transforma-
tion process in all contexts, although with 
specific characteristics in different parts of 
the world. The role of higher education 
institutions in society will determine the 
place of knowledge in facing the chal-
lenges of the world today; and at the same 
time, this will influence their role and 
opportunities in this time of change. 

Higher education faces the challenge of 
creating and distributing socially relevant 
knowledge and of doing it with anticipa-
tion so as to play a proactive and commit-
ted role in the transformation and positive 
change of societies. 

To face these challenges, the mission of 
the Global University Network for Innova-
tion (GUNI) is to contribute to the strength-
ening of higher education’s role in society 
through the reform and innovation of 
higher education policies across the world 
under a vision of public service, relevance 
and social responsibility.

There is a need to reconsider what the 
social contribution of higher education 
should be. GUNI encourages higher edu-
cation institutions to redefine their role, 
embrace this process of transformation 
and strengthen their critical stance within 
society.

GUNI is…

GUNI is a network created in 1999 by 
UNESCO, the United Nations University 
(UNU) and the Technical University of 
Catalonia (UPC), which hosts its secretariat 
and presidency. It was founded after 
UNESCO’s World Conference on Higher 
Education of 1998 to give continuity to 

and facilitate the implementation of its 
main decisions.

It is currently composed of nearly 170 
members from over 60 countries, includ-
ing the UNESCO Chairs in Higher Educa-
tion, higher education institutions, 
research centres and networks related to 
innovation and the social commitment of 
higher education. In each of the five world 
regions, GUNI has a regional office repre-
senting the network.

GUNI aims to contribute to the reform 
and innovation of higher education poli-
cies across the world under a vision of pub-
lic service, relevance and social 
responsibility. In order to do so, GUNI:
 Helps bridge the gap between devel-

oped and developing countries in the 
field of higher education. 

 Fosters cooperation between higher 
education institutions and society.

 Promotes the exchange of resources, 
innovative ideas and experiences to 
facilitate higher education’s role for 
social transformation through institu-
tional processes of change. 

GUNI does…

Higher Education in the World Report

The Report is a collective work published 
as part of the GUNI series on the social 
commitment of universities. It is the result 
of a global and regional analysis of higher 
education in the world. With a specific 
subject chosen for each edition, the Report 
reflects on the key issues and challenges 
facing higher education and its institutions 
in the 21st century. It is currently published 
in English, Spanish and Chinese. 

Universities and Social Commitment 
Observatory 

The Observatory is a point of reference and 
a place for dialogue and exchange for 
those interested in the social responsibility 
of universities. It identifies, disseminates 

and facilitates the transfer of good prac-
tices and innovative experiences, which 
enrich the process transforming higher 
education institutions. The Observatory 
also acts as a resource centre, using the 
common goal of social responsibility as its 
underlying premise.

International Barcelona Conference 
on Higher Education 

The GUNI Conference is an international 
forum for debate on the challenges facing 
higher education. Each edition of the Con-
ference deals with the subject chosen for 
that year’s Report. Held in Barcelona and 
attended by renowned experts, university 
leaders, academics, policymakers and 
practitioners from all over the world, the 
Conference addresses innovative propos-
als and ideas, as well as the results of the 
latest research on each subject. 

Networking

GUNI reinforces and expands its network by 
encouraging the dynamic involvement of its 
members in its activities. It fosters coopera-
tion between higher education institutions 
and other actors in higher education. It also 
promotes debate and the creation and 
exchange of knowledge on higher educa-
tion worldwide by means of both onsite 
and online activities. The website and the 
monthly newsletter are cornerstones of the 
accomplishment of this objective. 

Research Projects 

GUNI undertakes research projects on 
higher education for public and private 
not-for-profit institutions. A Delphi poll is 
conducted for the Report to gauge the 
opinion of over 200 experts including aca-
demics, university leaders, policymakers 
and members of civil society.

www.guni-rmies.net 
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